'AN    IRREPRESSIBLE   CONFLICT*

ated as a Presidential elector on the Republican
ticket, and from now on was formally and openly
an adherent of the Republican party.

In the next month the first National Conven-
tion of the Republican party  to nominate a
candidate for the Presidential election was held
at Philadelphia. The Convention nominated a
popular explorer, John C. Fremont, as Presi-
dential candidate and William L.  Dayton as
Vice-Presidential candidate. In the contest for
nomination    as    Vice-Presidential    candidate,
Lincoln proved to be Dayton's most serious rival,
for he received 110 votes in the Convention. It
was fortunate that he did not succeed, for the
future of a Vice-Presidential candidate in the
United States, whether he succeeds or fails in
the election, has usually been obscure, if we
except the rare cases where the Vice-President
has succeeded to the Presidency on the death of
the President. As it was, Lincoln appears to have
been surprised that he obtained so many votes.
When told of it he said, It must be the other
great man of the same name from Massachusetts/
Fremont,    who    was   defeated   by    James
Buchanan, the Democratic candidate, is note-
worthy  as   the   first  Republican   Presidential
candidate;  Abraham Lincoln was the second.
James Buchanan is noteworthy as the last Demo-
cratic President of the United States for nearly
thirty years. So had the Republican party grown,
and so near was it to victory in the national
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